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Negar Wiviamspora.

Dear Fartuer.

We 70 woged Porr oot. On Tae FOORTH wWe RECEWED ORDERS TO
MAKE READY FOR DECAMPMEMNT. WE PACKED 0P OUR POSSESS\ONS AND
EFFECTS AND \W THE DARKMESS OF THE O™ WE SNAKED OuT OF OuR
MUDDY, WET AnD DREARY WOME On TME JORKTOWN PeEMSOLA, NOT
YOWEVER PEFfORE WE VEFT SOME PRESENTS fOR OLR \?\An\iﬁﬁ GLESTS.

By Twe vi@amT OF OUR CAMPFAIRES WE MARCHED TMROLGHM TME CAMT AnD
OBSERVED SMALL GROUPS OF MEN, DGEGWG SMALL MTCHRES AND RUONNWG
WI\RES AROUNMD THE TENTS.

AND DLy FELL OUT AND ASKED A CORPORAL WHAT WAS WHAT,
THEY WERE PLANTING MINES AMD BOOBY TRAPS, BY wWAY Of TR\P WIRES,
SMALL CACHES OfF GUNPOWDER AND PERCLSS\ON CAPS.
THERE WAS ALLOT OF BUSTLNG AND JOSTLING AND SOME COLOMuS OF
TROOPs WERE WTERTWINED W Tve DARK, BPoT Tve |ANKEES DWDNT gVEN
MOTICE, WE WAD SPEMT TME FEw DAY S PREVIOUSLY KnocKwa uvP (QUAKER
GUNS AND DOMMIES OLT OfF SPARE CLOTHES OR THOSE WO MAD nO WMORE
NEED OF THgM, THe SKIRMISHMING MAD BEEN VERY SPWRVTED TMOSE PAST
DAY =. Tue E&NKF,ES WERE AFTER ALL PREPARWG TO ASSAOLT THE NEXT
PAYRAS Tae 27 ﬂzoveev OUT A WELCOME SMILE wWAS G\FTED TO oo\z
W\Ps AS WE OPSERVED A WRITING 0POM A TENT, BOLDLY ReADwa THE
ARNY THAT FLGHTS AD BONS ANAT L3VED 10 FLGHT ANOTHER DAY

MLUST APOVOG\ZE FOR THE STATE OF TM\S PAPER, YOU SEE, O
Tde O™ of MAY WE WERE ENGAGED \W A MOST DESPERATE AnD SWWGULVAR
ACT\ON AND 1 D MYSELE STWWL REEVWGE FROM \T, A SMHeLL SPULWNTER
WH\PPED PAST Mg, SEVERWG THE STRAPY OF MY KNAPSACK, \T fev\L TO
T™ME WET GROULUND SOAKIWG MUCY OF \TS CONTENTS. j'N THAT SP\R\T OF
APOLVOGY 1 ALSO BEG FORG\WENESS FOR MY POOR MANDWRIT\NG AS
YAVE MAD ABOUT OnNVY FIWWE MOULURS SVEeE?  THE WHMOLVE T\WE S\WCE.
We WAD POLLED BACK SWAFTLY BoT THE JANKEES CAME 0P MOT On OLR
MEELS wW\TH Tre RAB\D BREATH OfF WOLVVES On Tde FfOLD BREATMING MARD
ON OUR BACKS, THE DAY BEFORE TME\R CAVALRY MAD SCRAPPED wATH
OVRS A COUPLE OF WMILES BEFORE WWLIAMSBURG wwiCh (GENERAL
MAGRUDER WAD ORDERED ENTR ENCHED.

On Tve D™ WE MARCHMED \WTO POS\T\ON PAST THE THICK wOODs
w=T A WTTre NorTe of WiLLiAMsBURG, THERE wWAS NO FEAR OF
RUMOURS WE ALL NEW A GENERAL ACTION WAS \N THE OFF\NG, WE MEARD
TYE T\ON  START RATHER THAN SEE \T fOR WE WERE W THe REAR,
Tae TAMKEES ADVANCED VA TWO ROADS AND CONVERGED TO ASSAOLT OULR
MAWN REDOUBT WAMED FOR OuR (GeneRAL MAGRUDER, TwE sOunDs OF
THRONDER OLVS GUNFIRE RAGED ALL ALONG OUR FRONT FfOR A TWE TRAT
CANNOT FATHOM, WE WERE PRESSED RARD \Ww THE CANTER AND ONE OF THE
ViR@A CAVALRY TELLS ME GeneRAL AMDERSON LAUNCHED A FUOR\OLS
ATTACK On TME\R LVEFT, OUR TWME MAD YET TO COME WE ALL THOLUGHT \T
WAS A STRANGE WAY TO fiauT A BATTLE, THEREFORE \WMAGWE OULR RAGE
AND CONSTERNATION As GeneRAL LARLYS DiviSiOn MARCMES OFF
TOWARDs Twe NORTM.



ANY OF THESE FEELWNGS MOWEVER WERE STYMIED AS soDDEMLY
ROuNDSHOT BULUZZED BY OUR MEADS L\WKE MORNETS, ALL WAS CONFLS\Ow,
WE COULD NOT fiamT, FOR WE COULD NOT SEgEE, WE COULD OnLY Dg, FOR
A RORR\BLVE AMOUNT OF TWE, WE MEARD Tde RATTLE OF NMUSKETRY
ALL AROULND LS, SMOKE SEETHED fFROM THE wWOODS \W THE MSTANCE
AND  THE \WWHOMAN SMRIEK OF sSdeLLS SENT SMIVERS DOwn OuR BACKS.
Cor T WARD wAs KIWLED BY A SHeLL SPLINTER AnD THODDED TO THE
GROUND FROM w\s TERRI\FIED MORSE, OUR ADIOTANT LAEOTENANT F\/ﬁv«\ue
WAS BADLY WOOUNDED AnND A MAN BEMIND ME TOPPLED wW\Tx A sSYHARD OF
SHRAPNEL W S REART wWH\Cx COT s MUSKET W TwWO BefORE ENDING
M\, TS PAECE OF METAL WAS THE MISS\WLE THRAT CoT MY KNAPSACK
STRAP, MOW EERVE TO TwiK MOW CLOSE & CAME TO OBLWION, AnD
CANNOT MELP BUT WONDER WMAT MADE ME MORE SPECIAL THAM THAT
OTWER POOR wMANT

AT ABoOOT D.Pv GeneRAL HLL CAME OP AMD ASSESSWG THE DIRE
S\TOAT\ON ORDERED (GengRAL LARLYS Diwision OuT.

As DARKNESS FELL OUR BATTALION MAD SUOFFERED ABOULT FOUR KALLED
ND TRH\RTY WOUNDED, MAOSTLY BY ARTIVLERY.
OR TME \\fE OFf WME j» CAN NOT FATMOM wWRY WE WERE nNOT
DESTROYED AT WWWLAAMSBURG, SWCE OUR VEFT MAD BEEM COMPLETELY
TORNED, BLUT Txe \(ANKEES MLUST RAVE DITHERED AnD TS THE ARMY
AGAW ESCATPED. NOVJ WE CONTWULUE TO ReTREeAT, MORAV 1 CAN Te\L\
YOU \S NOT ®\Gd AS MANY RAVE COMMENTED TRAT WE sSHOULVD TuoRN AND
DEFEND RICMMOND WSTEAD OF RUMNWG TO ¥W\DE BemdDd \T, \T \s As £vVER
RAWWNG, AND WE TRY EVER DESPERATELY TO KEEP OUR POWDER DRY,
THE FOTURE SEEMS SO ONCERTAW, AND THINGS ARE GROWIWG DA, Tde
ROUMOURS ARE PACK AND THEY ARE FfolLL OF funK, OnNE THWG \S CeERTAW
\¢ GeneRAL JOMNSOM DOES NOT STOP THEM, OUR WMOLE CAUSE MIGHT
CO\/\zA'PSE THOLGH AS ONE OF THE WMIGRANTS \nw OUR COMPANY sAYs
Loswa A CAPITOL REALLY MAKES NO WMATTER TO YOU AMER\CAnS
AND THINKING BACK TO MY OLD WSTORY LESSONS L THINK MES TELLWG
T™E TRLOTH,

Tu AMY EVENT A BLOwW s BTWL A BLOw AwD A RETREATING
ARMY MAY L\WE TO f\avd T ANOTHER DAY BUT RETREATS DON T ww WARS
AND  WHICH DAY WALL WE FIGHT, NO ONE KNOWS AnD NOW WERE ALVONE
WITH OnNLY THE SOUNDS OF A MARCHMING ARMY CONSOUMING ME W TRE
NMGHRT WATY The RAW SPATTWG DOwWnN TR OLGH Tve PWES 1 CANNOT
MELP BOT TwwK, COULD Twis BE OUR DARKEST MOLR?

REMAIN WELL AMD =0 Dogs DPwuvy.

Yook AFfFECTIONATE =0m
.. Resosumi
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