g May. 1BGZ
Near Wwnriamspora

Dear Fatuer.

Weg DD wheed Povt ocoT. On Tve FOURTH WE RECE\WED ORDERS TO WMAKE
READY FOR DECAMPMENT. WE PACKED 0P OUR POSSESS\ONS AnD EFFECTS AnD
W THE DARKNESS OF Tde O™ WE SNEAKED OUT OF OLR MULDDY, WET AnD
DREARY WOME On THE JORKTOWN PEMINSOLA, NOT WOWEVER BEFORE WE VEFT
SOME PRESENTS fOR OUR |ANKEE GUESTS.

By Tve vavT OF OUR CAMPARES WE MARCHMED TMROULGH THE CAMTP AnD
OBPSERVED SMALL GROULPS OF MEeN, DGEWNGE SHMALL DITCHES AND RonNNG WI\RES
AROUND TME TENTS. & AND By FELL OOT AMD ASKED A CORPORAL WHAT
WAS WHAT, THEY WERE PLANTING MINES AMD BOOBY TRAPS, BY wWAY OfF TR\P
WIRES, SMALL CACHES OF GUNPOWDER AMD PERCLSS\OM CAPs. THERE wAs
ALLOT OF BusTLinGg AnD JOSTLVnG AND SOME CO\/L)IV\NS Of TROOPs WERE
WTERTWWED \Ww Tve DARK BT Txe ANKEE S D\WDN T EVEN NOT\CE, WE %AD
SPENT THE FEW DAY S PREVIOUSLY KnOCKwG 0P (QUAKER GUNS AnD DOMMIES
OUT OF SPARE CLOTMES OR TMOSE WMO WAD NO MORE NEED OF THEM, THME
SKARMISHING MAD BEEN VERY STPRVTED TMOSE PAST DAY S. Tue \{ANKﬁﬁs
WERE AFTER ALL PREPARWG TO ASSAOLT THE NEXT DAY AS TME 2.'“’ TRUDGED
OLVT A WEVCOME SMILE WAS G\fTeED TO OULR \\Ps AS WE OBSERVED WRAT\NG
OPON A TEnT, BOVDLY Reabwa THE ARMI THAT FIGHTS AND RUN‘E) ANAY
VIVES 10 FLGHT ANOTHER DAY

MLUST APOVOG\ZE FOR THe STATE OF TS PAPER, YOU SEE, On TwE
5™ of MAY WE WERE ENGAGED W A MOST DESPERATE AnD SWNGULVAR ACT\ON
AND 'L D MYSELF STWL ReEeVWWG FROM \T, A SHELL SPULWNTER wWM\PPED PAST
ME, SEVERWG THE STRAP OF MY KNAPSACK, \T feLL TO Tde WeT GROULND
SOAKING MUCH OF \Ts CONTENTS. Ln THAT SPRAT OF APOLOGY & ALSO BEG
TORG\WENESS FTOR MY POOR MANDWRITING AS /L YAVE MAD ABOLT OnN\VY FT\VE
ROULRS SVEe?P THeE WHOVE TWE SWCE. i
WE ®AD POLLED BACK SwWAFTLY BoT THE JANKEES CAME 0P wOT On OLR
WEELS W\TH THeE RAB\D BREATM OF WOLVES On THME FOLD BREATHING MARD Ow
OULR BACKS, TME DAY BEFORE THEIR CAVALRY wAD SCRAPPED wWiTd OURS A
COLPLE OF MILES BEFORE WWLAMSBORG wwiCwh GengRAL MAGRUDER WAD
ORDERED ENTRENCHED.

On Tve D™ WE MARCMED WTO POS\TION PAST THE THICK wOODs JusT
A LtTie NorTi 0f WWLAMSBURG, THERE WAS NO FEAR OF RUOMOURS WE
ALL NEW A GENERAL ACTION WAS \W THE OFf\nG, WE MEARD TdEe ACT\ON
START RATMER THAN SEE \T FOR WE WERE W THE REAR, Tue JANKEES
ADVANCED W\A TwWO ROADS AMD CONVERGED TO ASSAOLT OUR WMAW REDOUBT
NAMED FOR OLR (GeneRAL MAGRUDER, THE SOUNDS OF THONDER OUS GUNFIRE
RAGED ALL ALONG OUR FRONT FOR A TWAE THAT L CANNOT FATHOM, WE WERE
PRESSED MARD \W TME CAMTER AnD One OF Txe VIRGWIA CAVALRY TeLLs WE
GeneRAL AMDERSOM LVAUNCMED A FOR\OLUS ATTACK ON THMEWR LEFT, OUR TWME
dAD YET TO COME WE ALL THOLGHRT \T WAS A STRANGE WAY TO f\autT A
BATTLE, TREREFORE \WMAGWE OUVR RAGE AND CONSTERNATION AS GﬁNﬁRA\/
EARWS Division MARCHEs OFF TOowARDs Twe NorTw. Any oOf Twess



FEEL\NGS MOWEVER WERE STYMIED AS SODDENLY ROLUNDSMOT BUZZEeD BY OLR
READS LV\WKE MORNETS, ALL WAS CONFLUS\ON, WE COULLVD nOT fiaguT, fOR WwWE
COULD MOT SEE, WE COULD OMLY DE, FOR A MORRI\BLE AMOUNT OF T\ME, WE
HEARYD Tde RATTLE OF MUSKETRY ALL AROULND US, SMOKE SEETHED fROWM
THE WOODS W THE MSTANCE AND THE WMOMAN SHRIEK OF sSielL\LsS SeEnNT
swivERS Down OuR BACKs. Cor T WARD wAs KIWLLED BY A sMelLlL sPLNTER
AND TMODDED TO TME GROUND FROM Wis TERRIFIED MORSE, OULR ADIUTANT
LAEUTENANT TLEMING WAS BADLY WOUNDED AND A MAN BEWMND Mg TOPPLED
WATH A SHARD OF SHRAPNEL W M\S MEART wr\Cd COT M\s MUsSKET W TwWO
BPEFORE ENDWG MM, TH\S P\ECE OF METAL WAS THE MISS\WLVE TRAT CoT WY
KNAPSACK STRAP, MOW EERIE TO THNK MOW CLOSE & CAME TO OBLWIOW,
AND 1 CANNOT XMELVP BPUT WONDER WHAT MADE ME WMORE SPECIAL THAN THAT
OTHER POOR wMAMT

AT ABOLT D.Pv GeneRAL HLL CAME 0P AND Assgsswa THE D\RE
S\TUATION ORDERED GengRAL LARLY s Division ouoT. As DARKnESS FELL OULR
BATTALION HAD SOFFERED ABOUT FOUR KILLED AMD THIRTY WOUNDED, MOSTLY
BY ARTIWLERY. TOR TWE WFE OF WME L CAN NOT FATMOM wWMY WE WERE NOT
DESTROYED AT WIWLIAMSBORG, SWCE OUR VEFT MAD BEEN COMPLETELY
TORNED, BUT TME NANKEE'S MOST WAVE DITHERED AnD THUS TME ARMY AGAW
£2CAPED. NOw WE COMTWUE TO RETREAT, MORAL L CAM TELL YOU \s NOT
WG AS MANY MAVE COMMENTED TRAT WE SHOLLVD ToRn AND Defend
RiCMMOND \WSTEAD OF RUNMNWNG TO ¥W\DE BedinD \T, \T \S AS EVER RAWWG,
AND WE TRY EVER DESPERATELY TO KEEP OUR POWDER DRY, Twe FOTURE
SEEMS SO ONCERTAW, AND THWGS ARE GROWWG D\, Twe ROUMOULRS ARE
BACK. AND TMEY ARE FOLL OF FUNK, ONE TMING \S CERTAW ¢ GENERAL
JoMNSON DOES MOT STOP THMEM, OUR WHOLE CAUSE MIGHT COVLAPSE,
THROULGH AS ONE OF TME \MMIGRANTS \W OUR COMPANY sAY's £ oG A
CAPITOL REALLY MAKES NO MATTER TO YOU AMERICANS AnD TwinKang BACK
TO MY OLD WSTORY LESSONS & TwiK MES TELLNG THE TROTHM.

Ay EvENT A BLOWITE ERIEERAE S5 AD A RETREATING ARMY
MAY V\WE TO fl@adT ANOTMER DAY BUT RETREATS DONT wWin WARS AND
WHICH DAY WILL WE FIGHT, NO ONE KNOWS AND NOW MERE ALONE WATHM OMLY
THE SOuNDS OF A MARCHING ARMY CONSUMING ME W THE NGRT wW\Td TME
RAWN sSPATTING VOwnN THROLGH Tve PWES 1 CANNOT %eLPY BT TvwK, COu\VD
TW\S BE OUR DARKEST MOULR?

REMAWN WELVL AMD SO DOEs DLy,
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