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Ta Came, Yorktown ViRawna.

Dear Fatuer.

11 wAs Been LOnG@ sSwWCE L WROTE TO YOU, L 20 AMEND Tws.

T AL BEGAN MERE, MERE W TS PLACE WERE & NOW WRITE YOU TMESE L\NES, WKE
THAT DAY BACK A MONDRED YEARS AGO, MUCM MAS CMANGED AND MOCHM wWILL CMANGE. TWE
REGMENT LEFT THE CAMP OF WSTRUCTION AT RICMMOND ABOULT A WEEK AGO, MAYBE MORE;
TO TELL THE TRUTM L MAVE LOST COUNT OF THE DAYS, L ESTWMATE MOWEVER \T TOOK vs
THAT Lona TO CoveR Twe 120 OR =0 MiLes TO Tve ORKTOWN VINES, wWHMICH \S NO GOOD
RATE, BT WE ARE MARDLY A SEASONED OLTH\T. T\'\ERE \S NO RAWROAD TO \{ORKTOVJN sO
WE WAD TO MARCM, OUR BRIGADE MUOSTERED OnDER (GEneRAL OAmuel GARVAND JR. Wwcw
WCLUDED OvR Own 2 FLORWA A BATTALION OF Tae 2% Mississ\PP, Tae O™ Awd 2377
Norta Carovwa, Tae Z4™ awd 38™ ViRa@wia AnD A BATTERY OF ALABAMA ARTILLERY, sI\X
REGMENTS W ALL AND ABOLT £1@MT Guns, |2 Poond swmooTweorRe NAPOLEOns As TaeY ARE
CAVLED.

TWE MARCMES WERE WARDER THAN ANYTHMING L+ OR BWLY MAVE EVER YET ATTEMPTED,
AT FIRST TMEY WERE NOTHING TO EXMAUSTING BUT BY TME SECOMD OR TwiRD TME ROAD MAD
BECOME WWTTERED wiTH ONNECESSARIES KNAPSACKS, EXTRA SWIRTS, BOOKS AnD ALL MANNER
OF OTWER ACCESSORIES, & AnD PWLY DD MOT DROP MUCH, BUT WE ARE TEMPERED TO WARD
WORK. BY THE fOURTHM MARCM WE MAD TAKEM ON A MUCM LEANER ASPECT TwAM BEFORE,
THOLGY VETERANS WE WERE OBVIOLSVY NOT.

As wWE wAD LefT RiCWAOND L CONTRACTED A FARMER TO SOPPLY ME wiTH SOWME
WMEAT, ME GAVE ME A GOOD fRESM BusSMEL fOR A GOOD PRICE, 1 THOLERT A RAWY DAY MAY
COME SOME T\WME AND 1 WANTED SOME SOvVRCE OFf fOOD.

T REMEMBERED THAT BWLY MAS NOW TORMED SEVENTEEN YESTERDAY, TME WATTER OF
VT 1 TRAT PllLy wAs ReEsTG BY Txe FIRE AND BAD STAKED OUT ¥Mis SMOES TO DRY AFTER
SOAKING THEM OnN THE LVIWNES, \T MAS BeEen APPALLWG WET RECENTLY, A SHMALL SCRAP OF
PAPER DROPPED OULT OF TME LEFT OME, PICKING \T 0P THE LETTER [B wWAS BRANDED Owm \T,
WHEN ASKED ®ME EXPLAWED THAT ME FEARED ME COUVD NOT ENV\ST PROPER VEAST ME WAS
OVER |7 OFf COURSE ME WAS S\XTEEN WMEN ME D\D, Mg TOLD ME THAT we COO\/DNIT Of \\eD
SO WE STOFFED Twis PAPER W WS SwOE AND TROTMFOLLY sAD & An oveR [B/" wauy
VALGHS GREETED THIS NEWS.

RAW MAS CONTIMUED TO FALL EVER SWCE WE ARRIWED, WTERMITTENTLY BOT MEAVILY,
\T RAS TORNED THE ROADS WTO RWERS OF MUY, NOT MEVPED ANY BY THE VARGE
MANOEUVRES THAT GENERAL MACGRODER \WSTIGATED wien THE JTANKEES AIRST CAME oP
WMICY FOOLVED THEM WTO THWWKING OUR NUMBERS W MUCH EXCESS OF wWHAT THEY ARE.
RUMOURS ABOUND AS USUAL, THE SUBJECT THIS TIME \S THE MOVEMENT OF TROOPS AnD The
WAY THE CAMPAIGN \S TO Be EXECUTED. THE SERGEANT WAS \T THAT WE ARE TO BE SWPPED
OVER TO THME POWT AND COME DOwWN On THE JANKEE'S FLANK, BOT WE ALL THINK THAT Twis
\S ANOTMER OME OF TMOSE W\CK MY SMOE \DEAS, SWCE THMEY WAVE A LARGE FLEET OLT
THERE AnD GENERAL JOMNSTON WMO \S NOW TOOK OVER \s FAR TO SENSIBLE A SOLDMER TO
TRY SO RuowWOuvs A Des\GN.



BREATHING PERSON wWMO \W ANOTHER T\ME 1 MIGRT MAVE MAWED AnD BEFRVENDED, 'L
SHOT ¥\M\; SQUARE W THE CqeEST, YOu KnOw 1 SHOOT WMAT 1 AV AT AND I« AVMED FOR
®\S CnHesT. H'E CRUMPLED TO THeE GROUND AS TdOLvGH NMADE OF NOTYHING, BMOW PREC\OLS \s A
HOMAN L\FE TRAT \T MAY B SNUOFFED OuT wW\Tx A OuNCE OF \»EAD? 1 GAVE TdME WORD
READY TO MY PARTNER AuD Mg STEPPED FORWARD TO COVER ME AS L REVOADED, AGAW &
GAVE TME WORD, W TOOK AW AnD FIRED, DUCKING DOwWN BEMMD A FEMCE AS Mg DD, L KnOW
VET A FALL Bed\nD ME SO j, COu\VD COVER M\, A \(ANKEE TOOK AW AT Mg, ACTULALLY
AT WME, \T COULD NOT MAVE BEEM WMORE THAN AIFTY YARDS DSTANT, L COOLD SEE Twe DARK
BARREL OF Wi GUN COME 0P L+ FELT COLD, BUT MORE ALWE TwAN L WAVE EVER FELT, FOR
\T \S SUORLVY WMEN ONE STANDS TO VOSE WWFE TRAT \T BPeECOMES ALL SO MORE PREC\OULS.
T COULD MOT LET M SMOOT WME, BOT \¢ L DSCMARGED THMEM MY PARTNER wWOOLD MAVE WO
COVER, L wWAS LOADED, WE BOTM WAD OUR GuNS OP BUT & DROPPED PRONE AnD wWE BOTH
fIRED TOGETMER L FELT THME BALL PASS BY MY MEAD AS L SAW Wi CLOTCM WS CuesT
AND SLUMP OVER A FENCE, YOO KnOwW THAT L AM NOT A SWEARWG PERsOn BoT GOD
FORG\WE ME L CORSED FOUL TMAT DAY.

WE WITWDREW FARTMER, OUR OFFICER DOWG uS PROOD, & WAD JoST GWEN THE WORD
READY AFTER DSCMARGING AnD RAN BEwinD M TO FnD COVER AnD REVOAD, L MEARD A
GUNSHOT AMID MONDREDS, L TORNED wWATH MY RAMMER O0T TO SEE MY PARTNER TwiST
ROUND AND WIT TME BOGGY GROUND, & RAN TO WM BUT ME WAD BEEn DEAD BEFORE WTT\NG
THE GROULMD, S\LENTLY PRAYWNG FOR WA L fOOND W WS BREAST POCKET A SCRAP OF
PAPER AND TOOK \T AnD WHMATEVER AMMOUNITION MY FAVTHFOL COMPANION ®AD LEFT, AND RAN
AND LEFT . WE AT LAST MADE TME WORKS, TME PAPER L GAVE TO TME CAPTAW wWHO
MAS SENT VT TO M\s FAMILY,

Tae SKIRMISKH\NG CONTWOUES EVERY DAY AS DOES NOW THE THUNDERWG BLAST OF THE\R
ARTILLERY, & AM OUT ALMOST EVERY SECOND DAY, WDWG \W A TREE L FOUND AwD
CAMOULFLAGED wWA\TH EXTRA BRUSH, TAKWGE POT sSvOTs AT THel\R sSKIRMISKERS AND TRENCHES
WATH MY EufielD. T MAVE JoST RETORMED FORM SUCM AN EXPEDITION wWATH NOTMING TO
SHOW FOR \T BOT WET POWDER, \T \S NOW GETTING DARK AnD THE JTANKEE ARTWLERY \s
ABATING, PILLY MAS JUST COME N AnD MAS BROLGMT SOME PARDS TO SWARE TME LAST OF
OUR COFFEE, L MAVE GOTTEN WTO THE WABIT OF MIXING WHATEVER SLATED BEEF wWiTw
WATER, AND THMEN LAYWNG OUT MY JACKET TAKING THE WMEAT L BOLGHT, ROBBWG \T WTO
B\TS, Tden ADDWG \T TO Twve CONCOCTION, TO YOU BACK MOME \T MUST sSOunD TERRI\BLE
BOUT TO uUS OUT MERE W Tve wWeT, sTcKY VIRGWIA PENNSOLA \T TASTES VERY GOOD.

T A GOwa TO USE MY LAST TONEGHT SO WE MIGRT ALL MAVE AT LEAST WMALF oLl
BELL\ES TOMORROW; THE RUMOUR \S ST PERSISTENT THAT WE WLl WATMDRAW TOWARDS
Ricurmon.

T mosT fuisw wow, MY LOVE TO MY FAMILY, REGARDS TO ALL FRIENDS, CONFUSION

TO ALV ENENMIES.

T Rremaw Yoor Lowvwa Dow.

MRS P oua



