Decermber 26, 1862

Dearest Mother.

| wite you with joyous news. Ve have indeed arnived safe in Fredericksbur
and found the 2+ Florida Co. E. Ve arrived Christmas eve morming . As | mmg
into camp along side Maj. W. Speir | saw Capr. Kearney come charging our of his
ienr followed by I+ Sgt: French. We walked with Capr: Kearney 1o the cenrer of camp.
There around the ﬁ/j@ was Sqr: Saunders, Cpl. Saunders, Pur Reed Franklin and
Pur: Nare Gireene all playing music of me season. Righr in fronr of te capiains renr
was a beauiful Christmas ree decorared wi candles . lanrerns . fin cups, kifes .
forks. spoons and a bayoner on e rop. Motver ir was as close o home as | have
felr in 2 years.

We ser up our renis and insulared the baiom. | emerged ar abour noon afier a
long reected nap. e sang and ralked for e rest of ine day and ino e night . |
awoRe e nexr morning | awore o confusion in e ranks. Capr: Kearney said it
looked like St Nicholas had been in camp the righr before. There were giffs for
euery man in e company wrapped in burlap every one in e company gor 4
cigars and a raiion ofﬁ salr pork e only one nor v ger cigars was Pur Nare Greene
as e lad is wo young. The company cook made a mare shift feast of salr pork
and hard rack durmplings . VVell mo%e/f you now kvow whar is happening nere . |
miss you and bromer dearly and hope you are celebrating e holiday beter man

we are. | hope o See you and brother soon Unil then | remain.

Your Loving Son,

Victor

Assigned o the 2+ Florida Light Anillery
Come.
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