December 10, 1862
Cypress Corner
neawr Cleawr Water Harbor Florida

Captairv Kearney,

My complements to-the Captain, and I awm pleased to- inform yow that PVE.
Tad Dye and I hawe retuwrned home safely. We did not retuwrn home withv out
incident, and the cause of this delavy needs to-be brought to-the Captain's
altentiow.

Our plawnv was to- take the southv west road from Hogtowwn toward the Cedaw
Keys and then twrw soutivat old Ft. Jenwnings and then follow the Gulf tradl
to- Pinellas Point. We were surbrised and dismayed to-find Federal patrols
supported by Uniow sympathigers invthe avea of Rock Springs. PVt Tad and
I had to- move novtivand east to-find av suitable ford of the Big
Withlacoochee. We finally had to-hoof all the way to-the old Fort King roads
and finishv owr journey howme:

Captain I am fit to-be tied to-find Union sympathigers oberating so-obenly
this deep inthe CSA. They appeared to-be quawtering the Federals; as well.
If &t would please our command to-organigze a campaigw to-rid owr State of
this dishonor, both Pvt. Tad and I would be the first to- volunteer (withvthe
Captairny permission; of course).

Both Pvt. Tad and I were honored once again to- stand shoulder to- shoulder
and fight with the fine soldiers and officers of Company E of the 2nd Florida.
Together we read with pleasure and pride the dispatches sent from thes
Captainv and First Sgt. French.

Owr lemon hawvest iy about done; and this old pie eater will be ready to-
report to-camp upow receipt of ovders. Until thes I remaivy

Most respectfully yours;

PVt. Thomas A. Dye I11

2nd Flovida Volunteer Infantry
Compony E, The Haumumock Guards
Fifth Compary

Flovida Battalion

CSA






