de emed treasonons. However, T challengre yrouw o yyettison notions thak are pre-
conceived ond now cost but one ok £o the idea that such mindsets do exist
Withine owr ranks.

As T hove skaked in no wicerkain terms, the wifortwiate blood of
slavery: has stained bokh Northern and Southern hands. Poth men above ond
below the Mason-Dixan Line have be en gruitbyy of the human trade which o
nd. growr Circle now wrestle to aoolish. The Good Bodk stakes thax, All hawve
sied. ond. £ollen short of the g loryy of God...." This can be no triuer than in
the case of Alricon slaweryy in America. T SO, ot Alrican slawveryy in. the
South, but Africon slaveryr i America. Albhougyh recent yrears have been Lind
to the abolitionist movement i Northern stakes, lek s not forgret that yust
since the birth of those who now wagre £his war, i€ was not so.

We as o Southern Qurmyy Currendlyy foce o migy by foe i the Northern
Qo vessors. We faee numbers of men %m@pm with steel and shot that (s
produced lo%/ Northern factories. The result of this production has placed the
pdvontogre in the hands of weu—@%mppe&t Northern politicians and militaryy
leaders 0 wosre wor on ws without vegaurd to i£S expense - i men or machine.
We in the South are provided no such loxser And +o whot do we owe this
wifortunate disodvontogrel 10 whom are we indebted i order £hat owr
Northern. counterparts enyoy: this position of superior might and expmdaio{t%%z
Whiy, it is the slave trade, sir!

T world wish that such a lesson in history wold come from sameone mare
@u&l(@e& than myrself However, T suspect that no such lesson is necessaryy

o Know as well s T do £hat the industriol migrht of Northern states has
been bought with rour blood and with the blood of all those who hove shared
Yrowr Chains. T4 has been the profit of the slave trade which has laid the
Finonciod Lomndation Lor what is now known s the ‘land of the Lred where 4he
nhabitonts do not welcame i€s negrro brothers. Each and everyy slove brongyint
to these States has sailed wider the banner of the Stars and Stripes. T4
waLs that flage that flew over the Ablantic ocean as men, women, and children
were tronsported o £his land in bondagpe. Mcug T vemind Lrow thot it wos
that trade, those profits, and those dealings that now finance a war of
Lre edoml Not once has history witnessed. slaves beingy shipped to and £ro on
vessels prowu% Q%m@f the Southern Cross of the Com@eﬂ@rm%

By late evening of this said dayy, when the invoders succumbed o
the idea that theirs was o fruitless endeauor, theyr retreated i an order thak



Gives support o gy point of the hyrpocrisyy £hot vules the hour As the rebreat
beaun, two vesriments were left behind o cover the vest of the federol Qi
that begon 4o flee back to Jacksonville. T4 is more than ironic £hat £he two
regyiments chosen to cover £his retreat) and £hus subfer horrendons 0ss £o
humaun life s o result, were the onlye two colored reqriments engasred

At times, my- tenacions attempt o il angone in o blue wniforim simmered
into o lwll s T witnessed the subfering of those few left behind o cover the
redreat of their white comrades. True, T aimed My mustet yust the sume. Yet,
the origrin of myr malice was not the color of their skin, but the color of their
wiiform. We do not £eel hatred towards men fig-hting to be free, for such is
inate e ns Al Owur recent Q@/Wc WALS N0t QN St e oS who we attempted
to suppress ko bondasre, but aginst o foe who wished o Kill, stead, and
&t@SJcrO(@' owr foumilies and owr land. Owr £igrht was £o push back the invader
who had come o oppress us - regurdless of their color

As T iniiolly ofimed, T do in fact agrree thakt this institution of
slavery: should be now and forever aoolished everywhnere. Ve, T will not hang
myy head in shame as T clad iy wiform and piek wp - rifle in defense of
miy hame. We all share the blame for owr current state, both North and South.
However iy figrht is not a figrht to perpetuate said syrstem, but o figrht
off the trespasser of muy fireside £or the sake of iy lhome ond. iy @w/vx(u@/.
For 4his act, Me Dougyrlass, surelyy not even yow con condemin. What imore do we,
who subfer £irst hand this tervible war, fiprht ford M(@/ mind rebreats to the
M(@/ thot T soid @/oootb%/e to0 muy wite and children to £igrht for owr canse.
The sad foces which looked into muyr eyes as (£ it were the last fime still
haunt wndit now. The faces that T recall seeing that dayy, T now longs £o
Se e more than M%chm@/ else i £his world.

T+ conses me o wonder: what power could canse a mon +o leave sueh o
beauntiful sigrht as o wife and two precions douwghbersé What influence conld
persuade o mon +o leave the loving arms of £hose who depend on him for Lifes
sustenancel A better Aestion, in ordber that the point is made, is this: Do we
aondon those we love more than onything else in ordex that we ensure the
SCL@@J@(@’ ond perpetuation of the institution of S\Q/\/@Y%’Z Hos these last thvee
yrears it brutodityy, bloodshed and suffering happened as o result of the



Sowthern man's strugrzrle to control the plight of the negrro? T SOy that it
woldl be o £orce 4o event endbertoin such o notion.

T have watched men die over ond agoin. T hove witnessed yrowngy boyrs
sereom ond erye onk For their mothers Oy oM ents before suecumbing to
death. T hove experienced the absolwte horror of men Kiling each other
without remorse as lines chargred. lines over ond agroin. T have seen the blank.
foces of our soldiers i axms s the sownd was heard for o chargre that most
Feared would @@r%&(m% be their lost. But whot were ch,% to dol Their onlyy
reconrSe wold have be en to cower and v And what wold have e en thot
resultd They could have then expected to be branded o coward, even if
oMowed. o live. They cowld hawe expected to return home where Jcm% wowld be
Forever tnown as one who sacrificed his @cu/mt%/ to a murderons invader No Sirl
When @ man is invaded, he imust £ace his enemyr util one or both wiloek.
deaths door. Ay aetion aXen other than this would not be talen by o mon,
but o being less deserving of the title

Tn defense of owr conse T must SO o yrow that T am proud thot ot
this very moment onr groveriment has i the halls of its Com@/ress the notion
that moy well vesolve the issue of owr brave Quriny focing o foe much largrer
than itseld T4 is muy hopes that these discussions will vesulk i the proposed
ideq o enlist neprroes into the Qg i exchongre For their freedom ond the
Freedom of their immediote @m{% T see 4his as a solution £o0 two o or
problems £ocing our new nation.

The need for man power is well documented lo«@/ oWy grenerals in w\(t(%cmg
service who often beckon Richimond £or more troops it whom She has not the
troops to send. Meanwhile, owr Northern foe has more man power than he needs
ond. is %m& willing to expend them i his atbempt £o Suppress us. Tn the saume
vein, nesrvoes willing £o £igrht world not onlyy force owr Loe to Loce o much
lrgrer force, Hhus then hawingg to consider the conseguences of his movements,
but offer the slove an opporjmmjc%/ to figrht for his freedom and the freedom
of his @cum%

T need not remind yrow that the South s the home of both the white moan
ond. the block. T4 is owr home that we now Ligrht 4o defend. T believe that
My eqrvo comrades will fight with as much tenaciby s T w\(@/selﬁ hawve over
these lost three yrears T olso believe that i€ will resuld in the Lreedom Lor ws
both. Men in bondasre world then have the choice of fleeing o a land which



does not welcome him, or £igrht Lor his home i vetwn Lor his freedom. T
speculate that most would choose the latter M(,u@/ Bod. prvont it to be thus!
Whence seeingy yow st month T cowld not help but wonder as +o Yrour
MUSIA'S ALS Yrow wakeh gy vank. pressed 0ginst rank. marching: to the
battlefield at Oceon Pond. T suspect that Yrowr QOY&UCLWC%/ ond. nods of
salutation. were but mere mASKs concealing the truth of YrOur OpLION.S. At the
risk of misyuddying you, T furthermore suspect that yrow even abhor the very
existence of o armyr which yow Conceive as the instrument, or the ver
chains, that secure yrowr people to a life of bondosyre For this, T (mic(cul%z hawve
no blame o label gow For, if T were i gour position, T migrht be inclined o
howe the saume sentiments.

Put, T challengre yrow to consider our pligrit not as the pligrt €0 ensure
the bondosre of others, but the plig-iht to set ourselves free. Consider he
names honored UMON G SE (1S &Um’m@/ owr g lorions Revolution Kus% less than one
cw%w% Qg0 . Whith Wwe were viCtorions AaDunst QUL over-powering” Centrol
Crown. wishing to persuade us through arms thot we had no rig-hts, and thot
we wold suceumb €0 o trators death if we thought otherwise. Names like
Washington, Sefferson, and Hmrt@/ come £0 mind when mentioning the
inikiokors of that vebelion!. Their hallowed nomes are now ond Lorever affixed
with £he rebellion’ £hat vesulbed in owr Lreedom. These men did not figrht and
die so that African slaweryr, then in its infancyy, could be allowed o
perpetuate. What theyy fougrht £or was the same ideq we now figrht for: the
Lreedom of self determinotion. The noble and “Kus%” comse Lor which £the
forefathers of owr arlorions past foupht for (s the same fight which we now
boxe up on his sovereigrn soil of Florida and her sister Southern stotes

Yes, T take offense in tating up the same fight, (@/@Jc instead of being
griven o heroes honor, T am labeled o trautor and a thief Yes, sir, o £his T
tare offense These labels of convenience are priven and amitted for the sole
use of politicians i Washington who £ig-ht for their own groins and agrendas.
One man is o hero and the other (s @ vebel. Yet, both men fig-ht the same
figrint. Once agroin, these words veqr the hideous head of ironyr and

W@/pocws%



Tt wos these aforementioned individuols and their comrades i aums who
come 4o the saume conclusSion which we have yust thre ¢ Yreaxs prior The notion
that o central governument, which no longrer holds the affections of a
population of its people, or hawe the best interest i mind for these same
people, must therefore be dissoved. The Constitution of the United States
oALirm thot it be so. The %(AMMY% of Sounthern States showld be of no
surprise. This land of ours is no strangrer 4o secession. For such were the
premises that this nation was griven birth. The notion of secession which (s now
considered o evil that must be sguelched s the same secession that we
celebrote each and everyy 4th &tm{y i the mondh of jwf

Less than one century g, we fougrt on this sacred sl £o repel an
nvader who attempted o force us into @ wiion which we removed. ourselves b%
oLy of peaceful ballot. The yrears of the (1860s are not dissimilar From the
Yrears of the 1770s. 6(@/ WO of convenience, the central forees in Washington
now howe refused 4o recogrinize this leid paraliel Tnstead, theyr wogee wor on
those who dore &teﬁ%/ the ll-power £l central grovernment of the United
Stakes. As the Pritish Crown did not have the colonist’s best interest in mind,
S0 does his current administrotion in Washingeton disregord the desires of
its Southern @omlcw(ymw. Those it that Northern Jcerr(%or% wish o control the
South and i£s revenue which (s then funeled to Washington for the
financing of their grovernment.

No sir, £his 1S not @ wir €0 Set men free, but o war of condrol over the
(LO(AVU:Y(@//S bread bostet. T wish £hat owr Nordhern neigyhbors conld see
themselves i the true ligrit 0 Agrgrressors i dhis winecessiryy wor, ond
Certanlyy not the victims which theyr portray: We, the Southern states, have
oy asted to be left alone to determine our own fate. However, this rigrht bhas
be en denied us. This vigrht has not oty been denied us, but we are
engriped i L wox to defend owrselves aginst an Qoringy sek out €0 Coerce us
[0%, force 4o QLCLPt owr POSIKION WL A wion whith we have g rown €o detest.

Albhough owr sovereigrn Southern states (MLM&MM(@/ voted. lo% WOy off
popular vote to secede from o wiion which no longrer held its affections, we are
now A prreat strugmrle to defend owr vigrht o do so. One must see the
parallel in £he two mentioned strugmrles. Likewise, As ow forefathers were not
wcmw(y g ven much hope [0% the vest of the world looking on its figrhe for
freedom, we now share this same position byy those who now gaze wpon owr
strugrryle. However, we hawe vesoved in our hearts and minds that xust as



those brave men of the past, we will experience the same vickoryy, i this, our
Second War of Tndependence

T closingg, Mr Dougriass, T want to wish gow well it grour £oil. Yours is the
counse of freedom and T tip My hak o yrour efforts i hopes that Divine
Frovidence grront gow fovor Meanwhile, it is that same Frovidence who we, s
Southerne soldiiers, summon when we hear the beat of the drum which calls on us
to assemble to face owr enemies to the point of death. Sir, ows is a Kindred
strugrrle. T then bese ech yrow: The next £ime yrour eyres £l upon the
Ludtering coors of the Southern Cross and the Gy YON YONKS that aligrn 4o its
defense, remember that we fig-ht for the same purpose. Resist the temptation
of emotions of molice for those loo%«s i grrouy, For they are figrWeing for their
lond, their homes, and their loves anes = yust as yrow With respect for yrow and
the canses £or which we both figrht, T now bid yrow dien and wish yron
Qodspeed. Moy God grive freedam to yrour people, and mayy God grive
Freedom o the South.

Your Obedient Servont,
V\/&Lwe A. Alonzo
Relrel Soldlier















