G IVES SWPPOrt 40 e point of the %Wocrts% thot vules the howe As the vetbreat
beaoin, two reqriments were left behind o cover the rest of the federal Qo
that begon to flee back to Sacksonuille. T4 is more than ironic that the £wo
reqriments chosen to cover this retreat, and thus suffer horrendons loss o
human life 0s o result, were the onlyy two colored regyiments enggred.

AL Limes, My £LNALIORS ALtempt €0 Kill anyone it o blue wiiform simmered
inbo ol as T witnessed the suffering of those few left behind to cover the
redreat of their white comrades. True, T aimed My musket yust the same. Yet,
the origrin of Moy modice wos not the color of their stin, but the color of £heir
wiiform. We do not £eel hatred towards men figrhting to be free, for such is
nate it us all Owr recent figrht wis not asminst negrros who we attempted
0 suppress into bondage, but asninst o foe who wished to Lill, steal, and
&Les%ro%/ owr Fomilies and owr land. Our £igrht was o push back. the invader who
had come to oppress us - regrurdless of their color

As T nitiody affirmed, T do in fact agrree thot £his institution of
slavery: should be now and forever aoolished everywbhnere. Yet, T will not hang
moy head i shome as T clad iy wiikorm and piek. wp muy rifle in defense of
iy home. We all share the blame for owr current state, both Nocth and South.
However, iy figrht (s not a figrht to perpetuate said S(@’Sjcem , buk €0 figrht off
the trespasser of iy fireside for the sake of iy lhame ond. iy @Mi% For
this aet, Me Dougrlass, surelyy not even yrou can condemn. What more do we, who
suffer £irst hand this tervible war, fiarht ford My mind retreats o the ML(@/
thot T soid &KOO%@%@ o iy wite and children £o £igrht for owr canse. The
sad faces which looked into My eyes as i it were the last time still hawnt
wikil now. The faces that T recall seeinge that dayy, T now longy €0 see more
than m%/%wm@/ else i £his world.

T4 canses me o wonder: whot power could canse @ man 4o leave such @
beautiful sigrht as a wife and two precions daunsghtersé Whot influence conld
persuade o mon 4o leave the loving arms of those who depend o him for s
sustenancet A betber guestion, i order that the point is made, is this: Do we
odoondon those we love more than ouyrthing: else in ordeer £hot we ensuwre the
sa/@@%% and. perpetuation of the institution of skcu/@r%/? Hos these last thvee
éywxs of brutodityy, blo odshed and sukfering happened s o result of the

outhern mon's Strugyle to control the plight of the M/@/roz 1% SO that it
wold be o Lorce 4o even entertain such o notion.



T have watched men die over and agin. T have witnessed young bhoys
seream ond Cryy ouk For their mothers Oy oM ents before succumbing to
deoth. T hove experienced the absoute horror of men Lilling each other
without remorse s lines c%cwywt lines over ond QDU T have seen the blonk
foees of owr soldiers i qrms as the sound was heard for o chargre thot most
Leared world certainly be their last. But what were they to Aol Their onlyy
reconrSe world hawe been 4o cower and vwr. And whot world hawve be en thot
resut? Theyr could have then expected 4o be branded o conard, even i
ollowed. £o live. Theyy cowld howve expected to retuwn home where theyr wowld be
Forever tnown as one who socrificed his @m(% to o murderons invader No Sirl
When @ man is invaded, he must £ace his enemyr util one or both wiloek.
deaths door Anyr action taten other than this would not be tar.en by o man,
but o being less deserving of the title.

T defense of our couse T must sauyr 40 yrow that T am proud that at
this veryy moment owr groveriiment has in the halls of its Con@/ress the notion
that moye well vesove the issue of owr brove Quriny focing o foe much \ararer
than itself T4 is muy hopes that these Aiseussions will result i the proposed
ideq to enlist neprroes into the Qurngy i exchongre For their Lreedom ond the
freedom of their immediote @am% T see this as a solwtion £o two QL or
problems facing owr new nation.

The need for man power is well documented locg oWy grenerals in wuuw,n@/
service who often beckon Richimond for more troops it wham She has not the
troops to send. Meanwhie, owr Northern foe has more man power than he needs
ond (s %w‘% willingy €0 @xpmd them L his attempt €0 SUppress us. Tn the same
vein, nesrroes willing £o £igrht wowld not onlyy Force owr Loe to Foce o mueh
lararer force, thus then hawing o consider the CONSEHIENCLS of his movements,
but offer the slave an opportunityy £o figrht Lor his freedom and the freedom
of his @wm%

T need not remind yron that the South (s the home of both the white man
ond. the block. T4 is our home thot we now Ligrht 4o defend. T believe thot
My nesrro comrodes will izt with as much %@VL&L@(JC%/ dsQl l/vufysetﬁ howe over
these last three years. T also believe that i will resuld i 4he freedom Lor ws
both. Men i bondaosre wold then have the choice of fleeing to o land which



does not welcome him, or £ight Lor his home i retwn £or his freedom. T
speculate that most wowld choose the latter Moy God. prront it 4o be £hus

Whence seeingy yrow st month T cowld not help but wonder as o yrowr
MuSInGs AS Yrou wotCh G YOy YONK pmsswt AN SE Yok mar Ching €o the
battiefield at Oceon Pond. T suspect £hat Yrowr cord(@ti%% ond. nods of
selutation were buk mere masks conceqling the 4ruth of Yrour OpILION.S. At the
risk of misyudaring yow, T Lurthednore suspect that you even alohor the veryy
existence of on Orimgy which gow concewe as the strument, or the ver
chains, that secure yowr pesple to o life of bondagre For this, T iy have
no blame o \abel yow. For, if T were in yrour position, T migrht be inclined o
howe the same sentiments.

Put, T challenge Yo €0 consider ow pligrhe not as the plig-ht to ensuwre
the bondagre of others, but the pligrht to set owrselves free. Consider the
noumes honored amongrst ws duringe owr grlorions Revolubion ust less than one
c@vucw%/ A0 I Whith we were vitkorions A munst A over-powering Central
Crown. wishing to persuade us through arms that we had no rig-hts, and thot
we world suceumb o o traitors deoth i we thougrht otherwise. Names like
Washingrton, JefCerson, and Henryr came o mind when mentioning the
initiokors of £hat rebellion. Their hallowed nomes are now ond Lorever o fLixed
with the rebelion’ that resutbed i owr freedom. These men did not fight and
die S0 thot Africon sloveryr, then in its infancyy, could be allowed o
perpetuate. What theyr fougrht fFor was the saume idea we now fight for: the
Freedom of self determination. The dole ond %us}c” counse Lor which £he
forefathers of owr arlorions past fousrht for (s the same fight which we now
take up on £his Sovereign soil of Florida. and. her sister Southern stakes.

Yes, T take offense in taking up the same fight, yret instead of being
griven . heroes honor, T am labeled a trator and o thief Yes, sir, 4o this T
tare offense These labels of convenience are priven and amitted for the Sole
use of politicians i Washingrton who it for their own grains and agrendas.
One man is o hero and the other s  rebel Yet) both men fig-ht the same
figrht. Once agin, these words vear the hideons head of irony ond
wmpoms%

Tt wos these aforementioned individuols and their comrades i aums who
come o the same conclusiot which we have Zgus% thre ¢ Yrears prior. “The notion
that o central grovernment, which no longrer holds the atfections of o
population of its people, or hawe the best interest i mind for these same



people, must therefore be dissoved. The Constitution of the United States

o LLiem that it be so. The %MLMLM% of Southern States showld be of no
swrprise. This land of owrs is no Strongrer £o Secession. For such were the
premises that this nation was griven birth. The notion of secession which (S now
considered. on el thak must be sguelched (s the saume secession that we
celebrote each and everyy 4th &t&uﬁz i the mondh of Su%

Less than one century ago, we fougrnt on this sacred soil 4o repel an
nvader who attempted o force us into @ wiion which we removed ourselves b%
WOy of peaceful ballot. The yrears of the (860s are not dissimilar From the
yrears of the (770s. 6(@/ WALy of convenience, the central forees i Washington
now have refused +o recognize £his wcid parallel. Tnstead, theyy wogre wor o
those who dore oteﬁ% the all-power ful central grovernment of the United
States. As the British Cromn did not hawe the colonist’s best interest in mind,
S0 does £his curvent administration in Washington disresord the desires of
its Southern countrypmen. Those in that Northern tervitoryy wish to control the
South and i£s revenue which (s then funeled to Washington for the
financing of their governument.

No sir, £his 1S not @ wir €0 Set men free, but o war of control over the
comkr(@/’s bread bostet. T wish that owr Nordhern neigyhbors conld see
themselves i the true ligrivt s aggressors i this wuecessary: war, and
certiinlyy not the victims which they portray: We, the Southern states, have
onlyy asked to be left alone to determine owr own fate. However, £his vight has
be en denied us. This rigrht has not sy been denied us, but we are
engipred i A wox to defend owrselves aginst an Qorinyy sek out £o Coerce us
by force to accept our position i o wiion which we have grrown to detest.

Albhough owr sovereigrn Southern states (MUML(AM%/ voted Iocﬁ WOy off
popular vote to secede from o wiion which no longrer held its affections, we are
now I A grreat strugmle to defend owr vigrht o do so. One must see the
paradlel i the two mentioned Strugprles. Likewise, as our forefathers were not
initiollyy griven much hope b% the vest of the world loking on its figrht for
freedom, we now share this stume position bye those wiho now grize upon our
Strugrzyle. However, we howe vesolved. in our hedrts ond minds that xust as



those brave men of the past, we will experience the same vickoryy, i this, our
Second War of Tndependence.

T closingg, Mr Dougrlass, T want to wish gow well it growr £oil. Yours is the
counse of freedom and T tip iy ot €0 growr efforts i hopes that Divine
Frovidence grront gow fovor Meanwhile, it is that same Rrovidence who we, s
Southern soldiers, summon when we hear the beat of the drum which calls on s
to assemble to face owr enemies fo the point of death. Sir) owrs is a Kindred
strugrrle. T then bese ech yrow: The next dime your eyres £l upon the
Lluktering colors of the Southern Cross and the Gy YOy YOS nak oligrn 4o its
defense, ramember that we fig-ht for the same purpose. Resist the temptation
of emotions of malice For those boyys i grvouy, for they are figyrWeing for their
lond, their homes, and their loves anes - yust as yrow With respect for yrow and
the canses for which we both figrht, T now bid Yo adien ond. wish Yo
Bodspeed. Moyy God grive freedam to yrour people, and mayy God grive
Freedom to the South.

Your Obedient Servont,
V\/éung/ A. Alonzo
Rebel Soldier


















